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East Grinstead and its environs. 	The town has a long history and a unique ar- 
chitectural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our genera- 
tion. 	It should be our concern that such contributions as we in turn make are 
worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions and visits. 	It produces 
a bi-annual Bulletin of articles of local interest and a quarterly Newsletter. 
In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street conservation area which was 
well received as a basis for future policy. 	It is very active in monitoring 
all planning applications and making representations to the authorities on 
planning matters. 	It has held six exhibitions, published a book of reminisc- 
ences, two town trails and three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs 
of the town, restored the churchyard railings, planted trees, presented a seat 
to Sackville College and, with the Town Council, established a Town Museum (now 
independent). 

The Society is registered as a charity (no. 257870) and with the Civic 
Trust, affiliated to the Sussex Archaeological Society and a member of the Sus-
sex Federation of Amenity Societies. 	A copy of its constitution is available 
on request from the Vice-Chairman. 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen 
to represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influ-
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THE BULLETIN OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 	No.46 Autumn 1989 

EDITORIAL 

It is many years now since your editor last found himself 
writing almost the whole of the Bulletin. 	He hopes the halt in 
the flow of contributions is only temporary. 	He also hopes that 
the subjects chosen for treatment will both be of general inter- 
est and stimulate further material. 	Those who do not feel cap- 
able of writing articles are reminded that their information, 
their questions and their ideas are always welcome and can form 
the basis of useful articles. 	Those capable of writing original 
knowledgeable articles are urged to contact the editor without 
delay. 

COVER PICTURE: Portion of wall painting once at Cromwell House; 
see article on pp.5-8 below. 

DORSET HOUSE (Bulletin 45, pp.5-9) 

We regret that Mr Miller's colour photographs did not come 
out so well in black and white as hoped. Two misprints should 
be corrected: p.6, second line from bottom: for 'of' read 'or'; 
p.9, paragraph 4, line 5: for 1811 read 1841. 

We are grateful to Mr Bob Marshall of Canterbury for supple-
menting and correcting our account with the information that fol-
lows. His father, Dr William Henry Marshall, owned and occupied 
it from 1925 to 1947, when he sold it to Tamplins Brewery. 

Mr Marshall believes that at some time in the 15 years be-
fore they moved in Dorset House was an annexe of the Dorset Arms 
hotel, though without connecting doors, and that two spinster la-
dies occupied it for another part of that period. 	By 1925 it 
was already wired for electricity and the framed list of lighting 
fuses included 'housekeeper's room'. 	The main chimney structure 
he remembers as some 4 or 5 feet square but feels 6 feet better 
fits the passage room between the chimney structure and western 
party wall, which extended, panelling to panelling, from the 
northwest reception room to the southwest one. 

In the 1950s or thereabouts Tamplins took out this chimney 
structure and put in a staircase through the vacated space from 
the first floor of the hotel. 	When he spent a night in the Dor- 
set Arms (? in the late 60s) he nearly wept to see the sacrilege 
of the boarded-up main staircase (8 steps + 4 + 8) darkening the 
hallway. 	He believes the leaded light window was still func- 
tional though. 

The deeds of the house (seen by your editor at Messrs Watney 
Mann in c.1963) date from an abstract of title of 1946 referring 
back no further than 1882, around which time the Sackvilles were 
disposing of their local properties. 

OTHER ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

Bulletin 45 (Spring 1989), p.10: insert 'music' at end of para-
graph 4. 
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EAST GRINSTEAD THROUGH THE EYES OF A REPORTER (7) 	B.Desmond 

I recall the building of East Grinstead Grammar School in 
Windmill Lane. 	There was a rumour in the area that it was, of 
all things, haunted. 	Thus a colleague, the East Grinstead re- 
presentative of the Sussex Daily News, and I visited the site at 
midnight 'to confirm or destroy the story'. 	Things certainly 
did 'go bump in the night' but we discovered it was nothing more 
than the newly-installed water system and drainage. 

The school was duly opened in 1928 and masters, including 
the first Head, Mr R.L.Treble (who became President of East Grin-
stead Rotary Club, 1932-33), came from Uckfield Grammar School 
which was closed down. 	I attended the first speech day and eve- 
ry year after that. 	I well recall the pride there was at the 
announcement that Michael Leppard had won his way to Oxford Uni-
versity. 

Just before the war our son, Peter, was attending Charters 
Towers, then a prep school, which on the outbreak of war was eva-
cuated to Wincanton, Somerset. 	Thus he attended another prep 
school that in the 'merry-go-round' had evacuated to East Grin-
stead from London and then, happily for us, passed the entrance 
examination for the Grammar School a year under age. 	It was 
just before the new Education Act came into force and one paid a 
fee, which was scrapped by the Act. 	Strangely he sat the last 
ever School Certificate examination, gaining eight passes out of 
nine, three with honours. 

Some of the masters joined the rugby club, one being Don 
Bain, who on retirement moved to Seaford. 

Another school was the private East Grinstead Modern School 
in Cantelupe Road. 	They held a speech day in the Queens Hall, 
which I duly attended. 

YES! 'Even those who take no interest in cricket should be glad 
to preserve the field as an open space; for some day, no doubt, 
the town will be much larger than at present and we shall then 
regret the want of foresight, which would leave us without any 
open spaces within easy reach of the middle of the town' - East 
Grinstead parish magazine, July 1896, commending the Cricket Club 
bazaar to raise funds to buy and retain 'for ever' the West 
Street ground. 

THE W.H.HILLS MANUSCRIPTS listed in our Bulletin 20 (Nov.1976) 
have been transferred by the Sussex Archaeological Society to the 
West Sussex Record Office at Chichester where they join those 
listed in Sussex Archaeological Collections vols 64 (1923) and 66 
(1925). 

ZION CHAPEL: The 150th anniversary of Zion Chapel was marked in 
1961 by a duplicated booklet, This and That, by the minister, the 
Rev. F.H.Bustin. 	Our member Mrs B.E.Golding has now producea an 
amplified version bringing the story up to date and including 
photocopies of some source material, which she has deposited at 
the Town Museum. 
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WALL PAINTINGS IN 
EAST GRINSTEAD 

M. J . Leppard 

Painting designs or 
pictures on the plastered 
internal walls of houses 
came into fashion in the 
mid-16th century. 	Towards 
the end of that century and 
in the early years of the 
next black letter texts 
were painted too. 	They 
must have been as common at 
the time here as anywhere 
else but changing fashions 
and fortunes led to their 
obliteration or covering by 
panelling or wallpaper, so 
that our only knowledge of 
them is chance discoveries 
during building or decorat- 
ing work. 	The main object 
of this article is to bring 
together for the first time 
local references known to 
the writer; a subsidiary 
aim is to encourage readers 
to provide further examples 
for future publication. 

It is probably going too far to speak, as W.H.Hills did, of 
'the tradition or school of wall painting which apparently exist-
ed in this town during the Elizabethan period'. 	Nevertheless we 
do seem to have the name of one of the artists. 	Our parish re- 
gisters record the baptism on 2 February 1560 of Johane the 
daughter of 'Gamrell the painter'. 	At that date house painting 
as we know it had not come in; the reference must be to decora-
tive work such as wall paintings (and probably inn signs, herald- 
ry, etc.). 	The fact that no-one else of this name is recorded 
here and that his trade is stated may indicate that Gamrell was a 
specialist temporarily working here. 

Hills' words come from a report of the discovery in 1923 du-
ring repairs to 48 High Street (the western half of Wilmington 
House) of the design reproduced above. 	Geoffrey Webb the artist 
was called in, Mr F.Betts of Dixon's took photographs and Philip 
Refoy made a full-size drawing of the complete pattern. 	It con- 
sisted of a band of painting 4' 3" deep filling the space between 
the ceiling and the dado, which was 3' from the floor. 	The 
painting was in tempera on white plaster. The pattern, repeat-
ing every 2' 8 11 , was formed by the red Tudor rose, the badge of 
the Duchy of Lancaster, of which East Grinstead was once a part, 
surrounded by a Renaissance frame. 	A bold twisted stem bordered 
the pattern above and below. 	All the plaster below the dado le- 
vel had been replaced long before and so it was impossible to tell 
whether it had been painted, panelled or left plain. 



This painting was on a partition inserted in the under solar 
in Tudor times when the original early 14th century house was 
converted into two storeys. 	By 1939, when the house was rescued 
from dereliction, it had been destroyed 'some years ago' but more 
paintings (with which it 'had nothing in common') were found in 
two other rooms. 

In the 'fresco room' (a small bedroom over part of the hail) 
the old plaster had been treated with a thin coat of haired white 
Tudor plaster on which, beneath lavish coats of whitewash, paint-
ings were found, much scarred and mutilated but apparently origi-
nally covering the whole room except a part of the west wall 
'where evidently stood a piece of furniture of some importance'. 
The general scheme consisted of large unserrated foliage and 
small flowers, possibly roses. 	On the east wall the most dis- 
tinct, perhaps central, figure was a peacock whose tail only re- 
mained, on the left hand side. 	The head had been destroyed by 
'the peculiar circular worn mark which extends across the neigh-
bouring oak brace and was probably made by a spinning wheel being 
used on the uneven floor'. 	Even so, one could tell that the 
paintings were of the best contemporary quality and must have 
been very lovely in the freshness of their variety of colouring - 
mainly pink, white, red, greenish-yellow and black on a grey- 
green ground. 	There were also traces of black letter texts. 
On the opposite wall was a portion of a painting in grey, black 
and red, of quite a different character, whose foliage represent-
ed a sort of vine, possibly convolvulus. 

In the 'Tudor bedroom' (on the south side of the solar) 
traces of very crude geometrical patterns in red and black were 
found over the old fireplace and above the old window in the west 
wall. 

The 1923 report cited above mentions evidence of painting 
having been discovered elsewhere in the town, e.g. behind panell-
ing at 70 High Street (Sackville House) fragments of Elizabethan 
black lettering above the fireplaces. 	This may refer to a dis- 
covery made in 1880 in repairing one of the houses lately pur-
chased by Mr W.Avery', though more probably the latter was Crom-
well House (known to have been under repair at the time) or Porch 
House, both of which can definitely be connected with the Averys. 

Wherever it was, 'some rough painting' was observed on a wall 
and behind oak panelling over the fireplace in the ground floor 
front room was the inscription reproduced below, much discoloured 
by smoke and partly defaced and broken, in letters 1¼" long, a 
few red, the rest black distemper colouring on rough washed wall. 
The whole was 1' 3" x 2' enclosed in a roughly coloured framing 
of lines. 	It was conjectured to be about 250 years old, i.e. c. 
1630, though if it is Cromwell House it might well date from its 
original construction in 1598. 

tarc be to Ube i 
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Wall painting was certainly discovered at Cromwell House in 
1913 when all its oak panelling was removed and disposed of. In 
one of the small upper rooms a fragment of a hunting scene of c. 
1600 was uncovered, of which tracings were made at the expense of 
Mr J.Godwin King and presented to the Sussex Archaeological Soci-
ety. About a third of the whole (from a photograph by Harding) 
is shown on our front cover. 	It was regarded as of considerable 
artistic merit. 	Painting was also reported on some of the wood- 
work and on canvas which still adhered to it. 	All this must 
have been part of the original decoration, in keeping with the 
impressive quality of the structure. 	By 1939, however, it had 
all gone, perhaps destroyed in the fire in 1928. 

The most recent discovery in the town seems to have been in 
1965 when Mr R.H. and Mr P.D.Wood found a tiny patch of c.160() 
wall painting at 5 Middle Row, a humbler building. 

Outside the town but within our ancient boundaries reports 
of wall paintings are few. 	Recently, however, one of the most 
outstanding examples has come to light at Homestall, an early 
16th century design of flowers and coats of arms on an early 16th 
century screen. 

In 1930 Viscountess Wolseley reported in the bedchamber over 
the dining room at the Bower the remains of a coloured frieze 
close to the fireplace, probably once all round the room, on 
which was inscribed 'The way of an eagle in the air, the path of 
a serpent over the stone' [Proverbs 30.19]. 	Since this does not 
quite correspond to the wording in the Authorised Version of 1611 
she suggested it was written before that date. 

Fragments of painted plaster from Basing were presented to 
the Sussex Archaeological Society in 1948 or 49. 

Finally, there is a sense in which one of these lost paint-
ings lives on. 	When Sackville School was given its present name 
and badge in the early 1950s it was the rose uncovered at Wil-
mington House that was chosen for the design. 

REFERENCES by paragraphs (S.A.C. = Sussex Archaeological Collections; 	E.G.O. 
= East Grinstead Observer) 

paras 	2,3: S.A.C., 	vol.64 	(1923), 	pp.202f.; 	E.G.O. 	1 March 1923 
4,5,6: R.T.Mason in S.A.C., Vol.81 (1940), 	p.16; 	Wilmington (undated 

illustrated booklet, privately published by Lydia Craven, The 
Bookshop, 	Wilmington, 	East Grinstead), 	pp.8,12,14; 	cf. 	S.A.C., 
vol.80 (1939), 	p.lxii 

7,8: S.A.C., 	vol.64 (1923), 	p.203; 	E.Grinstead parish magazine Aug. 
1880 (cf. July 1880) 

9: S.A.C., 	vol.56 	(1914), 	pp.xxiv,204; 	E.G.O. 	23 Aug.1913; 	S.A.C. 
vol.80 (1939), 	p. 23  

10: ex inf. Mr P.D.Wood 
11: Mrs M.E.Holt, 	lecture to E.Grinstead Museum Society, 	18 March 

1988 
12: Sussex County Magazine, vol.4 (1930), p. 1006  
13: S.A.C., 	vol.88 	(1949), 	p. 1  
14: Papers in Sackville School library 
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ON THE FOREST 	 Reviews and a note by the Editor 

Barbara Willard, The Forest: Ashdown in East Sussex (Sweethaws 
Press, 1989, £12.95) 

Barbara Willard, the novelist and children's writer, has 
lived on Ashdown Forest for 33 years and has obviously been cap-
tivated by it yet recognises that she can never belong as those 
born and bred there do. 	Her book is impressionistic and almost 
conversational, ranging widely in time, space and subjects, so 
that chronology is at times bewildering. 	But, as Christopher 
Mime observes in his introduction, it is nearer biography than 
history: and so one learns more of what might be called the per-
sonality of the Forest, which Miss Willard has come to love deep- 
ly in all its moods. 	The story is brought right up to date with 
the recent sale of the Forest and we are left in no doubt why we 
should all care about it and for it. 	Its people (including its 
characters) are as equally important to the author as the ancient 
rights of its commoners, its atmosphere, its buildings, its wild- 
life and its history. 	There are some excellent photographs (in 
colour mostly), a clear, helpful map and succinct appendices con-
tributed by specialists (including our member Mr B.K.Herbert) on 
the geology, iron industry, trees, other wildlife and the Friends 
of Ashdown Forest, together with some personal recollections. 
It thus complements Roger Penn's Portrait of Ashdown Forest (1984 
[reviewed Bulletin 36])  with its systematic treatment of topogra-
phy and history and Garth Christian's Ashdown Forest (1q67) which 
is equally systematic on history and wildlife. 	The usefui ad- 
jective 'foresty' seems to have been invented by Miss Willard for 
her book. 

A Sussex Life: The Memories of Gilbert Sargent, Countryman, edi-
ted by our member Dave Arthur (Barrie & Jenkins, 1989, £12.95) 
consists of transcriptions from taped interviews given between 
1980 and 86 by a man born in 1889 who lived and worked on Ashdown 
Forest (though not within our boundaries) from the age of 10 till 
his death in 1988. 	His is an unsentimental view of a tough 
life, vividly recounted, often humorous, sometimes moving, with 
pithy judgements. 	The editor has worked hard to produce back- 
ground information from original sources interspersed in the text 
and there are well-chosen photographs. 	If Miss Willard's book 
supplies the setting for his life, his story illustrates what it 
is that inspires her. 	Surely, however, 'Gillie' would never 
have spoken of 'the Ashdown Forest', as consistently represented 
here? 

WHY NOT 'THE ASHDOWN FOREST'? In an article 'Some Local Speech 
Usages' in Bulletin 3 (Jan.1970) I deplored the solecism 'the 
Ashdown Forest'. 	But, people have said, we talk about the New 
Forest or the Black Forest, why not the Ashdown Forest? 	The an- 
swer is simple: Ashdown is a noun not an adjective. 	One could 
speak meaningfully of 'a new forest' or 'a black forest' but not 
of 'an Ashdown Forest'; since there is only one, no definite ar- 
ticle is required. 	As our member Mr M.E.Funnell observed in a 
letter to the East Grinstead Courier on the same subject a while 
ago, we should no more speak of the Ashdown Forest than of the 
Dormans Park, the Chelwood Gate and the Turners Hill. 



MOUNT NODDY 

M.J.Leppard 

LEFT: Mount 
Noddy in 1928 
(Frith post-
card 81486). 
St Johns Road 
is off the 
picture on 
the left, the 
tennis courts 
off it on the 
right. 	A 
shelter has 
replaced the 
cottage. 

Everyone in East Grinstead knows Mount Noddy recreation 
ground and cemetery. 	How 'the Noddy' got its name and what was 
there before are questions frequently asked. 

The cemetery was opened in 1916 [1],  the recreation ground 
apparently in 1911 [2],  possibly earlier. 	Previously they were 
two fields, listed in the 1841 tithe survey as Mount Hoddy (an 
error in transcription) belonging to Blackwell Farm and Noddy be- 
longing to Moat Farm. 	The earliest known reference is in a book 
of maps of the Saint Hill estate in 1776 [3] where the fields of 
Moat Farm include 'Mow Knotty' - a delightful example of a 'for-
eign' surveyor's attempt to write exactly what he heard a native 
tell him. 	A cottage (illustrated above) was built in 1831 by an 
aunt of A.H.Hastie [4] and demolished, if memory serves, in the 
late 1940s. 	It too was called Mount Noddy. 

The name is not uncommon; locally there are or were in-
stances at Cowden, Danehill and Turners Hill; further afield in 
Sussex at Fletching, Anstye, Slindon, East Ashling and Bosham. 
At Broadwater Down, on the edge of Tunbridge Wells, there was a 
Mount Nod: and Mount Nod is also the name of an area of modern 
Coventry. 	Danehill's Mount Noddy, a field first recorded in the 
1740s, gave its name to Noddy Lane alongside and later to a near- 
by Jacobean house whose earlier name seems unknown [5]. 	The 
Bosham, Cowden and Fletching examples come from tithe surveys of 
c.1840, that at Broadwater Down from a late 18th or early 19th 
century map [6]. 	There appear to be no examples earlier than 
the 18th century. 

Any explanation of the name should be applicable to all the 
instances. 	Dr Golding-Bird's confident 'derived from a tradi- 
tional shrine to the Roman god, Nodens' [7] and the Danehill Par-
ish Historical Society's tortuous connection with the Nordelands 
or Northlands of which their Mount Noddy was a part [5] both lack 
any supporting evidence. 

The currently prevailing explanation seems to have been 
first put in print by our own W.H.Hills, referring to the local 



iron industry: 'The scoria of the iron ore was variously known 
as slag, slug, shag, noddy or cinders and great quantities of 
this waste material accumulated in many places. 	So Mount Noddy 
was possibly originally nothing but a noddy or a cinder heap. 
[4] 	Ernest Straker, the pioneer of the systematic study of the 
industry, says the same, 'a name for slag', in a parenthetical 
explanation of the field names Long Noddy, Noddy Mead, Noddy Pas- 
ture and Mount Noddy at Cowden [8]. 	His word is accepted by the 
authority on Sussex place-names, Dr Richard Coates of the univer-
sity of Sussex [9]. 

Straker used his Cowden names as supporting evidence for a 
bloomery obliterated by the nearby railway but testified to by 
vermiform cinder around it. 	In the Noddy fields he found traces 
of ore and very large minepits. 	Subsequent investigators have 
reversed this procedure, seeking evidence of iron working to ex- 
plain their Mount Noddy. 	Thus three large minepits are noted as 
adjoining that at Danehill [5] and the Bosham one is near a for-
mer Hammer Field and a pond [9]. 

It seems to me, however, that this explanation is 'not pro- 
ven'. 	Slindon, East Ashling and Bosham are well away from the 
iron working areas of the county. 	The East Grinstead and Tur- 
ners Hill examples are not near iron working sites. 	Slag could, 
of course, be dumped elsewhere, for a reason; normally it seems 
to have been transported only for road building. 	Pits, often 
now ponds, were created by digging for marl or brick earth as 
well as for mine (iron ore). 	Moreover there is no evidence of 
iron slag at our Mount Noddy. 	Furthermore I have come across no 
examples of noddy as a word in its own right for slag in any 
other published work on either the Sussex dialect (including an-
notated copies) or the Wealden iron industry, whether before or 
after Hills and Straker. 	(The lack of interest in the word by 
the Wealden Iron Research Group and the definitive work it spon-
sored [10] may be significant.) 

Two questions are left to answer: Where did Hills and Stra-
ker get their definition from? and What is the explanation of the 
place-name? 

Straker (died 1941) at Reigate and Hills (died 1932) at East 
Grinstead could well have met or corresponded. 	Hills regarded 
himself as an authority on the Sussex dialect [11] and could con-
ceivably have heard the word 'noddy' in use, though the Wealden 
iron industry was long dead and already the subject of research 
before he was born. 	Alternatively he read or was told it (not 
necessarily reliably) or made a guess. 

A satisfactory explanation of the name can only come after a 
complete collection of examples of its distribution, with dates 
and other relevant information, and expert analysis. 	That would 
need the co-operation of numerous researchers, hardly a task for 
our Society though we may hope to provoke some responses and pub-
lish further information or ideas. 

Meanwhile the best I can suggest, with all due diffidence, 
is that the name is one of those ironic ones (like Little London 
or Slab Castle) that seem to have become popular in the 18th cen- 
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tury. Tunbridge Wells started a trend with Mount Sion, Mount 
Ephraim and Mount Pleasant as the names (with the Walks) of its 
original 'villages' in the 17th century. 	Mount Pleasant, for 
example, is found at Lingfield and also at Chalvington and West- 
ham in Sussex. 	Noddy as a word for a fool, simpleton or noodle 
is traced hack to 1530 by the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. 
All the Mount Noddys seem to be somewhat isolated places, away 
from centres of habitation. 	This argument would be stronger if 
they began as house-names rather than field-names, but once a fa- 
shion starts it is employed with decreasing discrimination. 	So 
the original Mount Noddy lends its second element to adjacent 
fields. 

REFERENCES 

[1] G.Golding-Bird, E. Grinstead and its Parish Church (1931), p. 4  
[2] Mrs V.Z.Garmonsway in E.G.S. Bulletin 28 (Spring 1980), p. 3  
[3] recently transferred from Worthing public library to the West Sussex 

County Record Office 
[4] E.G. Observer, 21 July 1917 
[5] Danehill Parish Historical Society Magazine, vol.2, no.5 (Aug.1983), pp. 

3f. 
[6] Fletching and Broadwater Down ex inf. J.Pettitt; Cowden see ref.8 be 

low; Bosham see ref.9. 
[7] see ref.1 above; in subsequent editions he prudently inserts 'possibly' 
[8] Wealden Iron (1931), p. 231  
[9] Sussex Archaeological Society Newsletter 29 (Dec.1979), p.194 
[10] H.Cleere and D.Crossley, The Iron Industry of the Weald (1985) 
[11] E.G. Observer, 21 June 1923 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued) 

vol.78 (1937) p.lxiii Warren, Wych Cross, National Trust 
p.lxx Accession of E.G. deeds (no details) 
pp.68-73 Brasses in E.G. church 
pp. 211-17,223  1340 taxation 

vol.79 (1938) pp.61ff. Taverns in 1636 

vol.80 (1939) p.lviii finds from Cansiron 
p.lxii Wilmington House wall painting 
pp.2-28 R.T.Mason, 'East Grinstead. Notes on its 
Architecture' part I: The High Street 

vol.81 (1940) pp.2-15 R.T.Mason, 'East Grinstead. Notes on its 
Architecture' part II: Medieval Farms 
pp.15-18 R.T.Mason, 'Additional Notes on Wilming-
ton' 
pp.121-39 E.Straker, 'Ashdown Forest and its En-
closures' 

vol.82 (1941) pp.65ff. Tickeridge, architecture 
p.95 Lewes Priory v. Vicar of E.G., c.1260 
pp.134-6,140 Excommunications 

to be continued 
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OTHER RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
	

by the Editor 

Sussex Militia List, Pevensey Rape, 1803, Northern Division 
(P.B.N. Publications, 22 Abbey Road, Eastbourne, 1988, £4.25 

inc. post & packing) 

The insatiable thirst for information of genealogists and 
family historians can be trying but one benefit for the rest of 
us is the transcription and publications of records such as this, 
produced to assist the authorities in raising a volunteer force 
to withstand a threatened French invasion. 

556 East Grinstead men are included, with their occupations 
and relevant notes, categorised as (1) aged 17-3() unmarried with 
no children under 10, (2) aged 31-50 ditto, (3) aged 17-3() mar-
ried or with two children under 10, or (4) aged 17-55 not already 
enumerated. 	This represents about a fifth of the total popula- 
tion of the parish and comes usefully between the Universal Brit-
ish Directory of 1794 (and Palmer's East Grinstead directory of 
1799, which gives surnames only), both confined to persons of 
some standing, and the 1811 draft census return, which names only 
heads of households. 	Many new names are thus added to our know- 
ledge, notably employees, servants and labourers. 	Light is shed 
on population structure (e.g. unmarried men under 30 outnumber 
married 4:1), employment (e.g. 4 millwrights, an unexpectedly 
high figure) and health (crippled, deaf, dumb, ruptured, idiot, 
lame, etc.). 	John Price, turner, may be an error for Trice. 

One specific example of the value of the lists both locally 
and more widely: the appearance of William Neal, clocksmith (ca-
tegory 1), not only adds a new name for an occupation in which we 
have interested ourselves in our Bulletins [1],  it also amplifies 
the career of a man hitherto known only at Lindfield and Brighton 
(1823-67) [2]. 

[1] 3008f.,1114,1304,1914,3007,3104,3204,3304-6,3506,3903,4103,4314 
[2] E.J.Tyler, The Clockmakers of Sussex (N.D.), p.25 

Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.126 (1988) includes two 
articles of local relevance, J.E.Small, 'A Review of Ashdown For-
est and the common rights thereon', and J.S.Hodgkinson and M.J. 
Leppard, 'The evolution of Warlege' (identification of a Domesday 
manor), as well as particulars of Coade stone features at Ashdown 
House, Hammerwood and Kidbrooke. 

The Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society's Newsletter 62 (April 
1989) contains an article on candlemaking in East Grinstead by 
M.J.Leppard. 	Newsletter 63 (July 1989) reprints, with our per- 
mission, his articles on limekilns in East Grinstead from our 
Bulletins 28 and 44. 

BACK NUMBERS OF BULLETINS: Single copies 50 n.p. (+ postage), set 

of all issues still in print (35) £10 (post free) to members, £12 
(post free) to non-members. 	Names can be put on a waiting list 
for out of print issues. 	Unwanted back numbers are always wel- 
come for resale, even damaged or defective ones to cannibalise. 


